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A Maundy Thursday Experiential Worship Service 
 

Congregational Singing 
 “Gather Us In”  
 
Here in this place new light is streaming, 
now is the darkness vanished away; 
see in this space our fears and our dreamings 
brought here to you in the light of this day. 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, 
gather us in, the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken, 
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 
We are the young, our lives are a mystery, 
we are the old who yearn for your face; 
we have been sung throughout all of history, 
called to be light to the whole human race. 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty, 
gather us in, the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart, so meek and so lowly, 
give us the courage to enter the song. 
 
Here we will take the wine and the water, 
here we will take the bread of new birth, 
here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
call us anew to be salt for the earth. 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 
give us to eat the bread that is you; 
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 
 
Not in the dark of buildings confining, 
not in some heaven, light years away— 
here in this place the new light is shining, 
now is the kingdom, and now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever, 
gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in, all peoples together, 
fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 
 
Text and Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950  © 1982, GIA Publications, Inc.  



COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Gracious and Merciful God, as we share this supper together in the name of your son, 
Jesus the Christ, may we know his strength and enter into the fullness of his life and 
love.  Christ girded himself with a towel and washed his disciples’ feet.  Grant us the will 
to be the servant of others as he was servant of all.  Bound together in Christ’s love, we 
remember and seek to experience the story of this holy night. 
 
1st READING: Exodus 12: 1-8; 12-14 (NRSV) 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: This month shall mark for you 
the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for you.  Tell the whole 
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they are to take a lamb for each 
family, a lamb for each household.  If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall 
join its closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the 
number of people who eat of it.  Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year old male; 
you may take it from the sheep or the goats.  You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of 
this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at 
twilight.  They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel 
of the houses in which they eat it.  They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat 
it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.   For I will pass through 
the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every first born in the land of Egypt, 
both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am 
the Lord.  The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live: when I see the 
blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of 
Egypt.  This day shall be a day of remembrance for you.  You shall celebrate it as a 
festival to the Lord; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a perpetual 
ordinance. 
 

 
INTRODUCTION TO THE EVENING AND 

A BLESSING FOR OUR MEAL 
Rev. Robert Woody 

 
#1 INSTRUCTIONS TO TABLE HOSTS (will be announced before the meal) 
 

SERVING AND SHARING OUR COMMUNITY MEAL 
 
#2 INSTRUCTIONS TO TABLE HOSTS (at the end of the meal) 
 
  



Congregational Singing: 
“Jesu, Jesu”  
 

Chorus: 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, 
show us how to serve the neighbors 
we have from you. 
 
Kneels at the feet of his friends, 
silently washes their feet, 
Master who acts as a slave to them. 

Chorus 

Neighbors are rich and poor, 
neighbors are black and white, 
neighbors are nearby and far away. 

Chorus 

These are the ones we should serve, 
these are the ones we should love. 
All are neighbors to us and you. 

Chorus 

Loving puts us on our knees, 
serving as though we were slaves; 
this is the way we should live with you. 

Chorus 

 

 Words and Music: Ghanian, translated and adapted by Thomas S. Colvin 
© 1969 Hope Publishing Co. 

 
GOSPEL READING: John 13: 1-15 (NRSV) 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
from this world and go to the Father.  Having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end.  The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot to betray him.  And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up 
from the table, took off his outer robe and tied a towel around himself.  Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel 
that was tied around him.  He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you 
going to wash my feet?”  Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but 
later you will understand.” Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.”  Jesus 
answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.”  Simon Peter said to him, 
“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!”  Jesus said to him, “One who 
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean.  And you are 
clean, though not all of you.”  For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he 



said, “Not all of you are clean.”  After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and 
had returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? You 
call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am.  So if I, your Lord 
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.  For I 
have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.” 
 

 
Reflection on the Ritual of Washing the Feet 

Fr. Robert Woody 
 
#3 INSTRUCTIONS TO THE HOSTS (before the washing of the feet) 
 
Congregational Singing: 
 “Servant Song” 
 

 



Instrumental Interlude throughout the Washing of the Feet Ritual  
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
Leader:  On this Holy Night we have dined together as the body of Christ.  We promise 
to continue to commit ourselves to love and serve one another.  On this Holy Night let 
us pray for the Church and all humankind. 
 
God Our Provider, you feed us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation.  On this 
night Jesus gave us this holy feast.  May all who have gathered at these tables receive a 
foretaste of the eternal banquet. 
 
Response:  God of Love, grant our prayer. 
 
Leader:  Servant God, on this night Jesus washed his disciples’ feet.  May we follow His 
example of love and service.  
 
Response:  God of Love, grant our prayer. 
 
Leader:  God of Compassion, may the spiritual strength we draw from this Holy Night 
be reflected in caring for all those who suffer.  We pray especially for those unable to be 
fed at the Lord’s Table or at any other table.  We pray for those who betray, for those 
who are betrayed and for all innocent victims.   
 
Response:  God of Love, grant our prayer. 
 
Leader:  God of Hope, remember all those in need, especially those we silently hold 
before you now. 
 
Response: God of Love, grant our prayer.  Holy God, you give us this holy 
feast of bread and wine in which we celebrate your great compassion.  
Grant that we may follow you more faithfully, and to love and serve others 
as you love us.  Amen. 
 
CONFESSION  
Leader: Let us confess how we have fallen short in keeping our promises. 
 
Response:  
Beloved Servant Savior, you knelt to wash the feet of the Twelve, showing us 
by your example the true path of our priesthood in you.  We confess that we 
continue to let our pride and fear of exposure keep us from fully giving 
ourselves to one another.  By following your example with each other 
tonight, may your servanthood be planted in our hearts and etched into our 
souls so that we may be compelled to move beyond the safety of our walls 
and thereby engage with our neighbors and our world as servant followers 
of your message. 



Forgive us, O Holy One, and have mercy on us.  This we pray as servants of 
Jesus the Christ, who came to serve us in life, in death, and in resurrection.  
Amen. 
 

ABSOLUTION –Fr. Robert Woody 
 

Through the cross of Christ,  
God have mercy on you, pardon you and set you free. 
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
God strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in life eternal. 
Amen. 
 
 
TABLE HOSTS INITIATE THE PASSING OF THE PEACE AT EACH TABLE. 
 
2nd READING: 1 Corinthians 11: 23-26 (NRSV) 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the 
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.”  In 
the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  For as often as you 
eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 
 

REFLECTION ON HOLY EUCHARIST – Fr. Robert Woody 
 
#4 INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE TABLE HOSTS (before Holy Communion) 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING –  
 Eucharistic Prayer 2 Enriching Our Worship 
 
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
Celebrant :   
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. 
 
From before time you made ready the creation. 
Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: 
sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. 
You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. 
But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her 
children, you would not forget us. 



Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love. 
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through 
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
 
 

 
 
The Celebrant continues 
Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. 
To deliver us from the power of sin and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, 
you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might conceive and bear 
a son, Jesus the holy child of God. 
Living among us, Jesus loved us. 
 
 
He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to 
the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to 
walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his 
life, and to be glorified by you. 
 
 



On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it 
to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified 
and risen,  who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, 
and ourselves, a living sacrifice. 
 
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. 
 
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of 
Christ given for the world you have made. 
 
In the fullness of time bring us, with all your saints, from every tribe and language and 
people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world. 
 
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be 
honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 
 
And now we boldly pray:  
 
 
LORD’S PRAYER               

Celebrant and people: 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 



Congregational Singing: 
 “Let Us Break Bread Together”   
 
Let us break bread together on our knees; 
Let us break bread together on our knees; 
 

when I fall on my knees, 
with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 
Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
 

when I fall on my knees, 
with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 
Let us praise God together on our knees; 
Let us praise God together on our knees; 
 

when I fall on my knees, 
with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 
Words: African-American spiritual 
Music: Let Us Break Bread, Afro-American spiritual; arr. and harm. David Hurd (b. 1950) 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION will take place at each table: 

“The Body of Christ, the Bread of Heaven.” 
“The Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salvation.” 
 
 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER    

Loving God, 

we give you thanks 

for restoring us in your image 

and nourishing us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. 

Now send us forth 

a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; 

that we may proclaim your love to the world 

and continue in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 



REFLECTION OF THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR 
Fr. Robert Woody 

 
#5 INSTRUCTIONS TO THE HOSTS (for stripping of  table/altars) 
 

ALL will follow the Verger to the Sanctuary 
for the Stripping of the Main Altar— 

 
 
Psalm 22 – Cantor: Mark Mangus  

 
1
 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? * 

and are so far from my cry and from the words of my distress? 
2
 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but you do not answer; * 

by night as well, but I find no rest. 
 

3 
Yet you are the Holy One, * 

enthroned upon the praises of Israel. 
 

4
 Our forefathers put their trust in you; * 

they trusted, and you delivered them. 
 

5
 They cried out to you and were delivered; * 

they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 
 

6
 But as for me, I am a worm and no man, * 

scorned by all and despised by the people. 
  

7
 All who see me laugh me to scorn; * 

they curl their lips and wag their heads, saying, 
 

8
 “He trusted in the Lord; let him deliver him; * 

let him rescue him, if he delights in him.” 
 

9
 Yet you are he who took me out of the womb, * 

and kept me safe upon my mother’s breast. 
 

10
 I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; * 

you were my God when I was still in my mother’s womb. 
 

11
 Be not far from me, for trouble is near, * 

and there is none to help.  
12 

Many young bulls encircle me; * 

strong bulls of Bashan surround me. 
 

13
 They open wide their jaws at me, * 

like a ravening and a roaring lion. 
 

14
 I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint; * 

my heart within my breast is melting wax. 
 

15
 My mouth is dried out like a pot-sherd; 

my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; *  

and you have laid me in the dust of the grave. 
 

16
 Packs of dogs close me in, and gangs of evildoers circle around me; * 

they pierce my hands and my feet; I can count all my bones. 
 



17
 They stare and gloat over me; * 

they divide my garments among them; 

they cast lots for my clothing. 
 

18
 Be not far away, O Lord; * 

you are my strength; hasten to help me. 
 

19
 Save me from the sword, * 

my life from the power of the dog. 
 

20
 Save me from the lion’s mouth, * 

my wretched body from the horns of wild bulls. 
 

21
 I will declare your Name to my brethren; * 

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you. 
  

22
 Praise the Lord, you that fear him; *  

stand in awe of him, O offspring of Israel; 

all you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
 

23
 For he does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; 

neither does he hide his face from them; * 

but when they cry to him he hears them. 
 

24
 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * 

I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him. 
 

25
 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: * 

“May your heart live for ever!” 
 

26
 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, * 

and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. 
 

27
 For kingship belongs to the Lord; * 

he rules over the nations. 
 

28
 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * 

all who go down to the dust fall before him. 
 

29
 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * 

they shall be known as the Lord’s for ever. 
 

30
 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * 

the saving deeds that he has done. 
 

 

 
 
 

PLEASE  
DEPART IN SILENCE 


